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yet ready with its programme and so the question of a recurring grant has been
simply postponed, and possibly the Finance Department may he able to find
money later. If that is so, I have nothing more lo say; but if there is no
intention to find money for recurring purposes during this year, and if the
Education Department is expected to wait till next year, then I would respect-
fully urge that it should not be so and that some provision should be made
in the budget for next year for a recurring grant for primary education.'*

The Hon'ble BABU BETJPENDKANATE BASTT : " I have much pleasure in
supporting the resolution of my Hon'ble friend Mr. Hague. This question, as
Mr. Gokhale has mentioned, has been brought forward in this Council as well
as in the Local Councils on many different occasions. The question of expense
has particularly stood in the way of Government. We have always had the
assurance that if expense did not stand in the way, Government would not stand
in the way. Government does not think so poorly of the stuff to which my
friend the Hon'ble Malik SaMb has referred, and te has shown what that stuff
is made of ; but what we want is not high literary education but simply, as niy
friend the Hon'ble Mr. Haque mentions, some knowledge of reading and
writing and arithmetic. That is not much, and that would be useful even to the
agriculturist. If he had a little more knowledge, he would be able to hold his
own against the mahajan and the zamindar. Apart from that, however, and
coming to the question of expense, it strikes one, when the vast population of
India is considered, That free primary education would mean the provision of a
fund which would be beyond the means of the Government of India to create.
I respectfully submit that we should not be overpowered by that fear. In the
first place, amongst the higher communities of India from time immemorial
it has been the practice of paying something back for the education" that is
imparted to their children. It is an immemorial custom that the dakshina
of the guru must be paid; otherwise the education is fruitless. The result
would be that only the very poorest classes who are at present unable to pay
any fees, or who pay very low fees, which do not swell our revenues to
any appreciable extent, will be benefited, and in tliat view the question is
surely one worthy of consideration. I would not suggest at the outset that this
should be done throughout the Empire, but selected areas might very easily be
taken up where the experiment might be tried, and where also the experiment
\i hich my friend the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale has already insisted on being
tried, viz., of making primary education compulsory, might also be introduced.
Neither my friend Mr. Haque nor I expect that this resolution would be
carried ; but I think it is fair to us to say that we want to have this question
prominently before the country and the Government, and that we want to
bring it forward every year, not in the hope that it would be carried, but in
the hope that its cause may be advanced notwithstanding the apprehensions of
friends like the Malik Sahib."

The Hon'ble ME. SACHCEIDANANDA SINHA: "I had no desire to
intervene in this debate at all and, but for the remarks of my friend the Malik
Sahib, I do not think I should have trespassed on the time of the Council. I
must express my surpiise, however, to find him, a representative of the agri-
cultural classes, oppose a motion the result of which, if carried, would be to
enlighten the very classes he claims to represent, to make them a little more
enlightened, 'and to make them understand and appreciate the blessings of
British rule better than they do at present. I remember Sir Antony (now
Lord) MacDonnell saying at a convocation of the Allahabad University that
what the Government of India were afraid of was not education, but the
ignorance oi the masses. I, therefore, think that any measure which would
fend in the direction of removing the popular ignorance should be welcomed
by the representatives of all classes of the Indian people* My own impression
is that the agricultural classes of this country are very much at a disadvantage
as against the money-lenders - the class characterised by the Malik Sahib as the
non-agricultural and trading classes ; and I think that in their own interest,
therefore, he should have welcomed a measure of this kind. But I suppose it
is only in his capacity as the self ^constituted Advocate General of India that
he comes forward to oppose even a motion of this character."